ition of the subject of my essay, as it would require too extended a monograph for its discussion in its varied relations to society. I will therefore notice only a few points of interest that bear directly upon its employment as a remedial agent in disease.
By the vast majority of physicians the properties of alcohol as a therapeutical agent are regarded as merely a diffusible stimulant without any reference to its function as a nutrient to the tissues and a sustainer of vital energy.
Its medicinal properties, however, are recognized and appreciated by the profession in general.
From the earliest historical times there has not been discovered a race of men who were not in the habit of using as a beverage some form of fermented liquors. "Wine within and oil without" seem to have been regarded as the summutn bonum for attaining the highest development, in the direction of physical and mental activity. It blood from the center to the circumference will be attended with increased radiation of heat from the cuticular surface, and hence it is contended by the alcholo-phobists that the superficial cooling of the blood with its return to the interior of the body will be followed by genera^reduction in the bodily temperature. But the equilibrium in the circulation is soon restored where the dose of alcohol has not been a large and toxic one, sufficiently so to partially paralyze and greatly weaken the tonicity of the heart's action. When subjected to the influence of severe cold until the body becomes severely chilled, every one will remember how difficult it is to secure a diffused warmth throughout the system even before a hot fire. While one side of the body is being baked the other side continues to be chilled. If 
